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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the following 
remarks. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the minimum content of a transition metal 
oxide (T-oxide) that is a part of limitations of claim 2 and accordingly, claim 2 is 
amended to delete the limitation included in claim 1; claim 8 has been rewritten in an 
independent form of original claim 1 and amended as supported by the specification at 
page 4, lines 33-36, page 8, lines 25-30 and Fig. 3; and claims 22-26 have been added as 
supported by the specification at page 8, lines 25-30 and Fig. 3 and original claims 10-14. 
See also the specification at page 9, line 36 - page 10, line 1, page 10, line 1, page 10, 
lines 6-8, page 10, lines 8-9, and page 10, lines 1 1-14 for claims 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26, 
respectively. 

Claims 18-21 have been canceled without prejudice. 

Claims 8 and 9 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C- 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which Applicants regard as the invention. Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Conventionally, glass was made by a melting method and did not include crystals. 
However, since new glass $uch as glass-ceramics has been developed, glass including 
crystals is well recognized among those skilled in the art (see a copy of Abstract of 
"Nano-crystal glass-ceramics obtained by crystallization of vitrified red mud" provided 
by CABI attached hereto). Therefore, these claims are definite, and this rejection should 
be withdrawn. Applicants do oot concede the correctness of this rejection. 

Claims 1-7 and 10-11 have been rejected under 35 ILS.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sakaguchi et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No, 
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2001/0021685) in view of Sullivan et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,753,371). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Sakaguchi discloses that the minimum visible-light transmission of the glass is 70 
% when the glass thickness is 4 mm (see para. 0052), In contrast, claim 1 requires that 
the maximum visible-light transmission be 85 % when thickness of the glass flake is 15 
|im. In general, the light transmission decreases when the thickness of the sample 
increases according to Beer-Lambert Law (see a copy of Beer-Lambert Law provided by 
the University of Adelaide, Department of Chemistry attached hereto). According to 
Beer-Lambert Law, the light absorption (A) is proportional to the path length, i,e., 
thickness of the glass, and the relationship between the light absorption (A) and light 
transmission (T) is provided by a formula A = - log T. Therefore, when the thickness of 
the glass flake is 4 mm as provided by Sakaguchi, i.e., 267 times thicker than the 
thickness required by claim 1, the light absorption is 267 times larger than the absotption 
of the glass flake of claim 1. Accordingly, the light transmi ssion of the glass flake of 
claim 1 with 4 mm thickness would be nearly 0 % l and would be far less than 70 % that 
Sakaguchi requires. In addition, Sakaguchi discloses a minimum limit of total ion oxide 
content as 0.02 wt % and preferred maximum limits of total Fe2(>3 content of 1.0 wt % if 
the glass contains no Se, and 0.6 wt % if the glass contains Se (see para. 0063). In 
contrast, claim 1 of the present invention requires more than 10 mass % of a transition 
metal oxide such as FejO^ in the glass flake. This minimum requirement of claim 1 is 
500 times higher than the minimum limit 0.02 wt % of Sakaguchi and 10 times higher 
than the preferred maximum limit 1 .0 wt % if the glass contains no Se, or 1 6.7 times 
higher than the preferred maximum, limit 0.6 wt % if the glass contains Se. In addition, 
Sakaguchi discloses a content of other transition metal oxides such as TiO*, CoO, and 
Ce0 2 , as max. L0 wt %, max. 0,005 wt %, and max. 2.0 wt %, respectively (see paras. 
0020-0022). The total of the preferred content of Fe20 3 , Ti0 2 , CoO s and Ce0 2 is 
therefore, 4.005 wt % even if no Se is contained and still much lower than 10 mass % that 
claim 1 requires. Therefore, claim 1 is distinguished from Sakaguchi. In addition, 
Sullivan discloses or suggests neither that the T-metal oxide content is more than 10 mass 

1 1/1 0*" of the transmission of the glass flake with 1 5 \im thickness. 
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% in the glass flake nor that the maximum visible light transmission is 85 % of the glass 
flake with the thickness of 15 \im. Therefore, Sullivan does not remedy the deficiencies 
of Sakaguchi Accordingly, claim 1 is distinguished from Sakaguchi in view of Sullivan, 
and the rejection of claims 1 -7 and 1 0-1 I should be withdrawn. 

Claim 1 2-1 3 have been rejected under 35 US.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sakaguchi et al, (U,S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0021685) in view of 
Sullivan et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,753,371) and in further view of Fujita et al. (Japanese 
Patent Application Publication No. H5-017710). Applicants respectfully traverse this 
rejection. 

Claims 1 2 and 13 are distinguished from Sakaguchi in view of Sullivan for at 
least the same reasons as discussed above for claim 1 . Fujita discloses or suggests neither 
that the T-metal oxide content in the glass flake is more than 10 mass % nor that the 
maximum visible light transmission of the glass flake is 85 % with the thickness of 1 5 
Hm. Therefore, Fujita does not remedy the deficiencies of Sakaguchi. Accordingly, 
claims 1,12, and 13 are distinguished from Sakaguchi in view of Sullivan and further in 
view of Fujita, and the rejection should be withdrawn. Applicants do not concede the 
correctness of the rejection. 

Claim 12 and 14 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sakaguchi et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0021685) in view of 
Sullivan et al. (U.S. Patent No- 5,753,371) and in further view of Marshall et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,33 1 ,699). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 1 2 and 1 3 are distinguished from Sakaguchi in view of Sullivan for at 
least the same reasons as discussed above for claim L Marshall discloses metal oxides 
that are used for coating on glass flakes (see, for example, coin. 5 9 lines 51-62; and coin. 
6, lines 52-55) but are not included in the glass flakes, and the reference does not disclose 
or suggest that the T-metal oxide content in the glass flake is more than 10 mass % nor 
that the maximum, visible light transmission is 85 % when the thickness of the glass flake 
is 15 pjn. Therefore, Marshall does not remedy the deficiencies of Sakaguchi. 
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Accordingly, claims 1,12, and 14 are distinguished from Sakagucbi in view of Sullivan 
and further in view of Marshall, and the rejection should be withdrawn. Applicants do 
not concede the correctness of the rejection. 

In view of the above, Applicants request reconsideration of the application in the 
form of a Notice of Allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Abstract: 

GJasa has been obtain^ by moWne, red mud from Shandong Province In China with dormant oddiuves. suitable thermal treatment* worn 
employed to convert the obtained glass Into nano-cryst^l gtoBw-eoramtes. X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns shawnd mat Ihe main cryetatlne 
phaee In both the gtess-cRramlct, L* wola&tenile {CaSlO^. These cryvWs arc homogeneously dispersed wiihin the parent glass, with an 
average cryeial size of less man 100 ran Th* *t?a of nana. crystals vanes when different thermal proee-vses were used. Physical and 
mechanical pnjprjrtlej:. such a* density, ihermal expansion coefficient, hardness, and bending strength, of the two glasses have been 
examined end tne corresponding micros trudums are discussed. These results demonstrate mat both glass-ceramics nave potential for a wide 
range of con struct Ion application. 
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Introduction 

The Beer-Lambert law (or Beefs law) is the linear relationship between absorbance and concentration of 

an absorbing species. The general Beer-Lambert law is usually written as: 

A-4(X)*b*c 

where A is the measured absorbance, a(X) is a wavelength-dependent absorptivity coefficient, b is the 
path length, and c is the analyte concentration. When working in concentration units of molarity, the 
Beer-Lambert law is written as: 
A=S*b*c 

where £ is the wavelength-dependent molar absorptivity coefficient with units of NT 1 cm" 1 . 



Instrumentation 

Experimental measurements are usually made in terms of transmittancc (T), which is defined as: 



where I is the light intensity after it passes through the sample and I 0 is the initial light intensity. The 

relation between A and T is: 
A = -log T = - log (I / 1^. 

Absorption of light by a sample 



Beer-Lambert Law 
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path length b 



Modern absorption instruments can usually display the data as either transmittance, %-transmittance, or 
absorbancc. An unknown concentration of an analyte can be determined by measuring the amount of 
light that a sample absorbs and applying Beer's law. If the absorptivity coefficient is not known, the 
unknown concentration can be determined using a worki ng curve of absorbance versus concentration 
derived from standards . 



Derivation of the Beer-Lambert law 



The Beer-Lambert law can be derived from an approximation for the absorption coefficient for a 
molecule by approximating the molecule by an opaque disk whose cross-sectional area, a, represents 
the effective area seen by a photon of frequency w. If the frequency of the light is far from resonance, 
the area is approximately 0, and if w is close to resonance the area is a maximum. Taking an 
infinitesimal slab, dz, of sample: 



total area A 

V 



in 



absorbing species of 
'cross-sectional area <? 



Mil 



dz 



path length b 



molecules 



cm 



I 0 is the intensity entering the sample at z=0, I z is the intensity entering the infinitesimal slab at z, dl is 

the intensity absorbed in the slab, and I is the intensity of light leaving the sample. Then, the total 
opaque area on the slab due to the absorbers is tr * N * A * dz. Then, the fraction of photons absorbed 
will be G *N*A*dz/Aso, 
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dT/I z -- a *N*dz 

Integrating this equation from z = 0 to z « b gives: 
ln(I)-ln(I e ) = - a *N*b 
or-to(I/I 0 )=c7*N*b. 

Since N (molecules/cm 3 ) * (1 mole / 6.023xl0 23 molecules) * 1000 cm 3 / liter = c (moles/liter) 
and 2.303 * log(x) = ln(x) 

to. - log(I / y - a * (6.023xl0 20 / 2.303) * c * b 
or - log(I / I Q ) = A = g * b * c 

where g = o * (6.023xl0 20 1 2303) - <y * 2.61xl0 20 
Typical cross-sections and molar absorptivities are: 



Limitations of the Beer-Lambert law 

The linearity of the Beer-Lambert law i$ limited by chemical and instrumental factors. Causes of 
nonlmearity include: 

• deviations in absorptivity coefficients at high concentrations (>0.01M) due to electrostatic 
interactions between molecules in close proximity 

• scattering of light due to particulates in the sample 

• fluoresecence or phosphorescence of the sample 

• changes in refractive index at high analyte concentration 

• shifts in chemical equilibria as a function of concentration 

• non-monochromatic radiation, deviations can be minimized by using a relatively flat part of the 
absorption spectrum such as the maximum of an absorption band 

• stray light 
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